
Cynthia Feathers

Cynthia Feathers, the ILS Director of Quality Enhancement for Appellate and Post-
Conviction Representation, supervises the Statewide Appellate Support Center.
Before joining ILS in 2017, she clerked at the Appellate Division, Third Department,
and has litigated appeals as an Assistant Attorney General at the Appeals & Opinions
Bureau of the New York State Department of Law; an appellate attorney at the
Center for Appellate Litigation in New York City; the founding appeals director of the
Rural Law Center of New York; and a solo practitioner concentrating in appeals.
Cynthia was an adjunct professor of Appellate Practice at Albany Law School and has
lectured widely on appellate practice. She co-chaired the NYSBA Committee on
Courts of Appellate Jurisdiction when it established a pro bono appeals program and
issued a report that led to Statewide Rules of Appellate Practice. She has handled
over 200 criminal appeals and 150 Family Court appeals, as well as many appeals on
other topics. Cynthia obtained a B.S.J. with distinction from the Northwestern
University School of Journalism and a J.D. with honors from Boston College Law
School.
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